
 
  

Helping all children discover a love of reading 

 

 

Open eBooks is an app containing thousands of popular and award-winning titles that are 
free for children from low-income households. These eBooks can be read without checkouts 
or holds. Children from low-income families can access these eBooks, which include some of 

the most popular works of the present and past, using the Open eBooks app and read as 
many as they like without incurring any costs. The goal of Open eBooks is to encourage a 
love of reading and serve as a gateway to children reading even more often, whether in 

school, at libraries, or through other eBook reading apps. 

Get started at openebooks.net 

A coalition of literacy, library, and publishing partners made the 
Open eBooks program possible. The effort, which supports the 
White House’s ConnectED initiative, was announced by President 
Obama and the First Lady. The partners, Digital Public Library of 
America (DPLA), First Book, and The New York Public Library (NYPL), 
created the app, curated the eBook collection, and developed a 
system for distribution and use. They received financial support 
from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), eBook 
contributions from major publishers and digital content distribution 
services donated by Baker & Taylor.



 

The Open eBooks team is proud to support 
President Obama’s ConnectED Initiative. 
Learn more at www.wh.gov/ConnectED

Encourage summer reading with the Open eBooks app 
by holding a Download Party for the kids you serve. 

Here's how:

  •  Invite students to bring their iOS or Android devices to your school or program   
    for a Download Party day.

  •  Create your own summer reading lists, based on your classroom or program,    
    or check out the Open eBooks Facebook page for summer reading suggestions   
    from our Curation Corps.

  •  Bring students to a central location, and have them download books onto their   
    device.

  •  Make the Download Party part of your end-of-year celebration!

  •  Share photos of your Download Party with us at the Open eBooks Facebook     
    and Twitter.

  •  Encourage the kids you serve to read for at least 20 minutes a day throughout    
    the summer.

  •  Remind children that if they need access to free wi-fi to download more books,   
    they can head to their local library. 

  •  Check out the events for National Summer Learning Day on July 14 at         
    summerlearning.org for more ways to keep kids reading and learning over the   
    summer.

Not registered yet for Open eBooks? 
Check out openebooks.net to get started.

Hold an Open eBooks
Summer Reading Download Party!


