
New Directors Development



NAESPA Committee Roundup



Conference Planning – Tara Rodriguez (KY)
The Conference Planning Committee shall be responsible for developing the 
themes and agenda for the annual Conference. The annual conference is the major 
revenue generator for the Association, and as such, this Committee is of critical 
importance to the overall health of the organization. The Committee is chaired by 
the President-elect and includes members representing a wide geographic range 
and points of view. On behalf of the Committee, the chair will keep the President, 
Board of Directors, and the Association informed about conference plans.

Meetings - 3rd Thursday @ 1:30 PM EDT
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Membership – Ken Banter (GA)

The Membership Committee shall be responsible for professional development 
opportunities for the membership, including training for new directors and 
semi-annual membership meetings. The Committee shall also be responsible for 
overall membership development. On behalf of the committee, the chair will act 
as the membership and professional development advisor to the President, 
Board of Directors, and the Association.
Meetings – 1st Thursday @ 1:00 PM EDT
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Government Relations – Jack O’Connor (MT)
Tate Toedman (KS) 

The Government Relations Committee shall be responsible for 
outreach to other professional organizations and associations to 
support the mission and goals of the Association. The Committee 
shall also be responsible for monitoring pertinent legislation, 
regulations, and amendments. The Committee representative(s) will 
act as legislative advisers to the President, Board of Directors, and the 
Association.
Meetings – 2nd Tuesday @ 1:00 PM EDT
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Effective Programs – Val Murdock (UT)

The Effective Programs committee shall be responsible for investigating, 
reviewing, and keeping the membership informed about issues 
surrounding quality indicators of effective ESEA programs. On behalf of the 
Committee, the chair will act as the quality indicator of effective ESEA 
programs advisor to the President, Board of Directors, and the 
Association.
Meetings – 2nd Thursday @ 3:00 PM EDT
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National ESEA 
Distinguished Schools Program 



What are National ESEA Distinguished Schools?
Public K-12 schools that receive federal ESEA education funds and demonstrate a wide 
array of strengths, including:
• Team approaches to teaching and learning, 
• Focused, ongoing professional learning opportunities for staff, 
• Individualized programs for student success, and 
• Strong partnerships between the school, families, and the community. 
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Since 1996, the National ESEA Distinguished Schools Program 
has showcased up to 100 schools per year. 

• Publicly recognizes qualifying ESEA funded 
schools for the outstanding academic 
achievements and growth of their students

• Highlight's efforts of selected schools that 
have successfully leveraged ESEA federal 
education funds to improve education for 
all students

• Nationally recognizes educators’ hard work 
and dedication to continuous school 
improvement processes

• Provides a means for successful schools to 
share processes leading to significant 
improvements for their students 
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National ESEA Distinguished Schools Timeline
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October 3 through November 11, 2022

• Identify state Distinguished Schools program 
coordinator

• Notify your Distinguished Schools and 
NAESPA of their selection

February 1-4, 2023

• National ESEA Distinguished Schools are 
honored at the National ESEA Conference 
in Indianapolis, IN
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Annually, each state may select up to two schools to be 
recognized at the National ESEA Conference. 

CATEGORY 3
Excellence in serving 
special populations of 
students 

Each state utilizes its own selection process within the three categories of recognition.

CATEGORY 1
Exceptional student 
performance and academic 
growth

CATEGORY 2
Closing the achievement 
gap between student 
groups



National Distinguished Schools Process for State Directors
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Step 4 Notify NAESPA of the schools your state has selected

Step 3 Notify schools of their selection by contacting the LEA Superintendent or Charter 
Director, Federal Programs Director, and School Principal

Step 2 Choose a State DS Coordinator and provide contact information to NAESPA

Step 1
Decide if your state will participate: a. log in to your account on  
www.ESEAnetwork.org, b. on the Dashboard select Distinguished Schools, c. select 
yes or no for your state’s participation

http://www.eseanetwork.org/


Award Package 
– Recognition on NAESPA website
– $589 Special Conference rate (per 

registrant)
– Press release
– Banner
– Certificate for framing
– Video on Demand
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2021 School Video Story 
Ashley Elementary (UT) 
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