This was in an article by John Edelman, “What it takes to fix America’s schools”:

But there are real solutions:
[bookmark: _GoBack]High quality, free preschool for three and four year-olds growing up in low or moderate income households.
High academic standards that are common across states, so students who move around have continuity and teachers can learn from each other and benefit from the best educational resources.
School principals who are effective instructional leaders, not just building managers, and who have the support they need to last in their difficult role.
Teachers who arrive with the skills and training needed to succeed and who are given the compensation, support, respect, and time to collaborate they need to stay in their profession, lead their schools, and improve their craft.
Engaging students’ families through home visits and ongoing communication so families and schools can team up to support children’s academic success.
Accurate, ongoing information about a student’s learning progress that enables teachers and families to help students stay on track and administrators to know when they need to intervene.
A multi-faceted approach to ensuring students reach the critical milestone of grade level reading by fourth grade.
Instructional materials and approaches that motivate, stimulate, and engage students.
Art, music, physical education, and, in high school, electives that make school more fun and relevant and tap students’ varied interests and talents.
A smart and fair approach to school discipline and meeting students’ social and emotional needs that keeps kids in school, promotes positive behavior, and creates an environment where teachers can teach and students can learn.
Systems and staff to ensure all students take the classes they need to graduate ready for post-secondary education and that students who are lagging behind don’t fall through the cracks.
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